A Tribute

Mildred Caviness Arnold served without compensation as advisor to the Muse yearbook for nearly a decade, guiding and mentoring dozens of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville students.  Mildred generously opened her home to Muse staff members as a place to work on weekends; she provided editorial oversight, lodging and wonderful meals.  I had the opportunity to work with Mildred while I was a student at SIUE and later as a colleague when I served as Director of Development at Lovejoy Library.  Not only did she teach me about concise writing, page layouts, proofreading and editing, but also about professionalism, commitment and friendship.
Mildred began her career at SIU in 1955 as editor of the Alumni Magazine at Carbondale.  In 1957, Mildred and her husband, physics professor George Arnold, came to Edwardsville to help establish the new campus.  She worked as an editorial writer for University News Services, cultivating community relations and telling the story of the need for the new campus at Edwardsville.  In 1971, she became the founding editor of alumni publications at SIUE, retiring in 1996.  Mrs. Arnold was dedicated to SIUE and committed to excellence and accuracy in her writing.

Mildred Arnold worked with and held leadership positions in many civic and educational organizations including the Business and Professional Women’s Club, Delta Theta Tau, the Edwardsville - Glen Carbon United Way and the American Association of University Women.  At SIUE, Mildred was a founding member of the Friends of Lovejoy Library and, at age 86, was president of the Friends of Music at the time of her death.  For many years, she was active in the Council for Advancement and Support of Education, a national organization dedicated to alumni relations, publications and fund raising at American colleges and universities. 

In 1993, SIUE President Earl Lazerson recognized Mrs. Arnold with the President’s Award of Merit.  The SIUE Alumni Association presented her with its 1994 Warren Stookey Award for Meritorious Service.  Mildred Arnold died January 11, 1997 and received the SIUE Distinguished Service Award posthumously in May 1997.
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