Muse, the student yearbook for the new Southern Illinois University campus, was published between 1961 and 1971.  While the first yearbook staffs struggled with a way to establish an identity separate from the main campus in Carbondale, they also tried to present balanced reporting between the Alton and the East St. Louis campuses.  The 1961 Muse staff described the difficulties of producing the first yearbook on the new “Southwest Illinois Campus,” and maintaining the student staff required for the task.   During its first year, the 1961 Muse staff included Carole McDonald, editor-in-chief; Jan Korilko, associate editor; Carolyn Wheeler, assistant editor; and Earle Lloyd, business manager.  Professor Mary Brady served as adviser and chairman of the Journalism Council.  The Muse had separate staff at the Alton and the East St. Louis campuses.

 In 1962, the Muse staff honored a group of outstanding seniors who had contributed time and effort to social and governmental activities at SIU.  The twelve seniors, six from Alton and six from East St. Louis, were selected by a group of faculty members and students.  The seniors called “Muse Who” included Mary Allen, Ralpha Echols, Lorene Isaacs, John Kotarba, Rosalie Kroeger, F. Beasley Leffew, William Moore, Norman Owca, Janice Reid, Roland Schilling, Arthur Towata and Andrew White.  The 1962 Muse staff included Janice Korilko Reid, editor; Mary Allen, associate editor; Jack Glynn, business manager; and Mildred Arnold, fiscal adviser.  The acknowledgements mentioned that Mildred Arnold, a writer at University News Service, donated her time freely to the Muse, which included “prodding the staff to meet deadlines as well as making sure the staff wasn’t hungry.”  Charlie Cox, University Photographer, was acknowledged for his work.

In addition to publishing the yearbook, the staff planned a dance and a Miss Muse contest to promote sales of the 1963 Muse, which sold for $3.00.  The yearbook mentioned the difficulty student staff members had covering three campus locations, meeting deadlines and keeping up with their academic work.  The 1963 staff included Albert Montanaro, Jr., editor; Sue Walker, associate editor; David Davies and Joy Pat Montanaro, business managers; and Mildred Arnold, adviser.  For the first time, the 1963 Muse received a First Class Award from the Associated Collegiate Press.
The 1964 Muse staff consisted of 17 members including 13 freshmen, many of whom had never worked on a yearbook before.  High school friends, Judy Harris and John Cwan, who were serving as editor and associate editor, respectively, of the Muse, persuaded me to join the yearbook staff.  Philip Winkler served as business manager, and Mildred Arnold continued as adviser.  Judy Harris and John Cwan developed a system using University news releases and interviews to portray the University, its programs and personnel.  All the information gathered made copywriting easier for the young staff.  The staff set the goal of receiving another First Class Award from the Associated Collegiate Press, which they did, surpassing the 1963 Muse by 900 points in the rating system.  The staff worked in a small office on the Alton campus, but on weekends as deadlines neared, the staff moved into Mildred Arnold’s large house in Edwardsville.  The note of appreciation in the 1964 Muse gave special thanks to Mildred’s husband, George Arnold, for “pleasantly putting up with a houseful of college students” while he was completing his doctoral dissertation and working full-time.

Judy Harris and John Cwan continued as editor and associate editor of the 1965 Muse; Elmer Bowman served as business manager, and I worked on the academics section for the second year.  Mildred Arnold continued as the trusted adviser.  This edition of the Muse was dedicated to the memory of Virgil Seymour, Assistant to the Vice-President for Operations at the Edwardsville Campus, who played a major role in the development of the new campus.  The staff chose the theme “the second step” which described the transition to the opening of Edwardsville campus.  The transition included university reorganizations and many administrative changes – the yearbook staff had difficulty keeping up with all these changes.    In addition, the Muse had financial problems, but the publication was saved by Robert Reed, Director of Student Activities, who found additional funding.  In Judy Harris’ note of appreciation, she describes the staff giving up their spring break and moving into George and Mildred Arnold’s home to meet the final deadline.  The Arnolds provided bed and breakfast to four or five students; in addition, the Arnolds made lunches and dinners for staff members who worked during the day.  Judy Harris also noted how both George and Mildred Arnold became dear friends of the staff members.  Charlie Cox and student worker Mary Ellen Stephenson of Photographic Services took most of the pictures for the yearbook.  The 1965 Muse received its third First Class Award from the Associated Collegiate Press.
I had the honor of serving as editor of the 1966 Muse, and John Cwan served his third year as associate editor.  The opening of a new campus was an inspiring time to be the editor – there were many exciting stories to tell and thousands of wonderful pictures by Charlie Cox to help tell those stories.  The campus was filled with “newness” – a new physical place, new faculty members and a new source of pride and spirit for the students.  However, the year was also filled with change, adjustment and confusion.  The Muse staff worked from cardboard boxes for several months until the office in the basement of Lovejoy Library was ready.  With the new campus came the difficulty of locating administrators, faculty members, organization presidents and places to take pictures.  Because it was such a dynamic time, the staff decided to make several important changes to the yearbook.  As an experiment, the Commerce Club took over the marketing, sales and financial management of the Muse.  In addition, the editorial staff focused on student life, student organizations and student portraits.  The yearbook ended with a photo essay illustrating the excitement and chaos of opening the new campus.  Mildred Arnold continued to serve as trusted adviser and mentor to this group of students.  The 1966 Muse received an All American award, the top honor given by the Associated Collegiate Press.
The 1967 Muse featured the yearlong dedication and all the special activities on the new campus.  The staff increased the number of pages in the yearbook to expand the student life section, provide more sports coverage and feature faculty heads in the Academic section.  Shirley Fuller served as editor; the editorial staff also included Ginger Dustman, associate editor; and Byron Heape, business manager.  In the note from the editor, Shirley Fuller thanked Charlie Cox for his outstanding pictures and also gave special thanks to their advisor, Mildred Arnold, for her many excellent suggestions and her hospitality welcoming the staff into her home at any time.  The 1967 Muse received a first place rating from the Associated Collegiate Press.

“Cougar Looks at New Campus” was the theme of the 1968 Muse.  The staff added 30 pages to provide a record of activities, sports and events on campus.  They also set the goal of increasing circulation to 1,000 copies.   Andrea Adair served as editor; Theo Tonkinson, associate editor; and Janet Witt, business manager.  In the editor’s notes, Andrea Adair thanked Mildred Arnold, the advisor, who put in many long hours helping to write copy, check layouts and gather information.  Mildred and George Arnold welcomed the students into their home, and Andrea Adair acknowledged the Arnolds tolerance for the “mess of papers, pencils, pictures and people.”  Charlie Cox was also recognized for the excellent pictures and his willingness to take all the photos that were needed.
The 1969 Muse included many changes to reflect the social changes on campus.  For the first time, students were identified in the captions by a first initial and their last name.  Sue Dedert served as editor; Donna Dustman, associate editor; and Jack West, business manager.  Judith Boyle, Assistant to the Head of Student Activities, began her first year as yearbook advisor.

The 1970 Muse represented many firsts including the exclusive use of student photographers, distinctive page layouts, an all-male editorial staff and a less conservative appearance.   The yearbook also included an “Outstanding Personalities” section.  Of special note, people pictured in organization photos were listed alphabetically, rather than by their position in the photo.  Jack West, editor, noted no one was identified in the academics section.   He also invited students to page through the book to find their pictures because many names were not included in the index.   The staff also included John Ryan, business manager; Scott Denham, photography editor; and Judith Boyle, advisor.
SIUE’s last yearbook, the 1971 Muse, featured a dark front cover with graffiti.  Much of the copy was presented in lower case letters including names.  The yearbook section editors were Janet Cole, summer; Barb Dubowski, seniors; Bob Emig, sports; and David Smith, student government.  Bill Carriel with Ted Hines served as photo editor; Laura Modde was responsible for sales; and James Carter and Bessie Money contributed poems and writing.   A poem by Clyde Fixmer taken from the campus literary magazine, Sou’wester, was included in the yearbook.  Robert Shay provided the cartoons.  Karen Kirsch managed the office, and general assistance was given by Jeanne Lovell and Harry Thiel.  Judith Boyle served as staff advisor, and the editing was done by Scott Denham.  The price of the 1971 Muse was $5.00 due to a federal price freeze.
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