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Dr. Blackburn graduated from the University of Cincinnati in Chemical Engineering.  He later took his PhD at the University of Tennessee in Chemical Engineering.  His professional activities have been split between industrial employment (including Dow Chemical and Exxon Corporate Research), largely in the area of environmental processes, and academic appointments at the University of Tennessee and Southern Illinois University where he is now a Professor with a dual appointment in Mechanical Engineering and Energy Processes and Civil and Environmental Engineering.  His research interests from the mid -80s to date have included a heavy emphasis on bioenergy and bioenvironmental processes.
