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Recent discoveries about the universe continue to 
fascinate the public. Whether dozens of new planets are 
found in distant solar systems or there is the continued 
speculation about the possibility of parallel universes, 
these findings continue to grab the imagination of adults 
and kids alike. And for one kid born in Kenosha, Wis., 
this couldn’t be truer.

His name is Jeffrey Sabby. His parents bought him a 
telescope when he was 9 years old. His grandparents 
instilled a love for science by giving him at least one 
book on science for every Christmas and on his birth-
days. He went on to receive his degrees in physics, 
including his doctorate, at the University of Arkansas. 
Today he is an Assistant

Professor at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
where he teaches, among other things, astronomy.

In many ways it is not surprising to hear the story of 
a kid who is fascinated with astronomy. Together with 
dinosaurs, these are often the favorite subjects of young 
people interested in science. However, to grow up and 
become a professional astronomer is another thing alto-
gether.

“To become a professional astronomer centers in 
education,” said Sabby. “I can see my students evolv-
ing in my classes when they get a better picture of what 
astronomy is all about instead of the bits and pieces they 
see on TV.”

Recent news included coverage of the Kepler mission, 
a space observatory that discovered hundreds of planets 
outside our solar system – also known as exoplanets 
– many of which are earth-size and located at distances 
from their suns similar to the one between earth and 
its sun. These discoveries are spectacular given that the 
existence of planets outside our solar system was almost 
unimaginable only a couple of decades ago.

Beyond their discovery, the larger issue remains as 
to whether those planets contain the right chemical ele-
ments and compounds necessary for life. “I think it is 
possible,” said Sabby.

One of the most difficult things to figure out about 
the universe is its size. For example, we feel that our sun 
is pretty close, yet it takes light about eight and a half 
minutes to travel from there to earth. Given that light 
travels at about 186,000 miles per second, this speed is 
remarkable, and means that the distance between the 
earth and the sun is about 93 million miles. But how old 
is the universe? “We actually know where the

boundaries of the universe lie. By looking at the back-

ground radiation we have been able to determine that 
our universe is 13.72 billion years old,” said Sabby.

One of the major misconceptions about the universe is 
created by Hollywood.

When films portray the asteroids in the asteroid belt 
between Mars and Jupiter, they appear so close that they 
seem near to each other. That, according to Sabby, is not 
correct.

“In fact, asteroids are on average a million miles 
from each other. It is not like Star Wars,” Sabby said. 
“When I go to a see a movie with friends I have to issue 
a disclaimer that I will probably rip the movie apart 
because of its inaccuracy when it comes to physics and 
astronomy.”

In addition to its size, the content of the universe is 
another issue that still fascinates Sabby. “Even after all 
these years of studying the universe, its vastness is some-
thing that still boggles my mind,” he said.

One topic that we hear about from time to time in 
the news, but that even astronomers do not really fully 
understand is “dark matter.”

“People are surprised when they learn that we can 
only see four percent of our universe. This shows us that 
we know virtually nothing about our universe,” Sabby 
added. We know dark matter exists because of its gravi-
tational effects, yet we cannot see it.

Even more mysterious is the concept of “dark energy,” 

a form of energy that is increasing the rate by which the 
universe expands. Many who saw the 1968 movie “2001: 
A Space Odyssey” as youngsters became fascinated with 
the possibilities of exploring other planets. However, 
trips to the moon came to an end following the Apollo 
17 mission in 1972. So what happened on our way to 
space?

“It’s very, very expensive,” Sabby said. “That is why 
what we are doing now is to send probes. To go to the 
moon today would cost about $20 billion.”

Sabby has been involved in the building of an obser-
vatory on the SIUE campus with an intriguing name: 
“roboscope.”

“While I was a graduate student was come out with the 
idea of building a telescope that could operate automati-
cally and whose images could be seen via Internet.”

The roboscope, which will operate automatically and 
be controlled through the Internet, should be fully 
operational later this year. Its images – collected in 
Edwardsville – will then be made available to the whole 
world.

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His 
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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A view of the universe from SIUE's campus

Outstanding citizens
The General George Rogers Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution conducted the Outstanding Citizen Award 
program at the First Christian Church in Edwardsville.  Robert “Bob” Stegemeier  was the chairman, presenting certificates 
and pins to students from Madison, Jersey, and Macoupin Counties.   Pictured are: left to right: first row:  Lindsey Taylor, 
Triad; Katnryn Randolpf, Marquette; Austin Weaver, Granite CIty; Max Harris, Metro-East Lutheran; Daniel Wendell, Jersey 
Community; Joseph Dragovich, Mount Olive; Micah Strebel, Civic Memorial; Kaitlyn Carter, Highland; Stephanie Clark, Roxana 
and Shalecia Oliver, Madison. In back are, from left: Ronnie Hicks, William Fenney, Troy Huddle, Bob Shaak, Jim DeGroff, Al 
Oleson, GGRC Chapter SAR and Student James Stevens,  Edwardsville High School. Not Attending for various reasons were: 
Brianna Bednar, Gillespie; Tevin Rose, Alton; Mary Beth St. Peters, East Alton-Wood River; Rachel Wilson, Bunker Hill  and 
representatives from Staunton and Collinsville.
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The cost to operate a bus for a 
year is about $46,000. Currently, the 
district uses 64 buses to cover 384 
routes, not including 27 special edu-
cation vans that are required by law.

Each regular bus runs a three-
tier schedule every day, with a high 
school run, a middle school run and 
an elementary run. The buses make 
2,630 stops a day with an average 
of 1.46 students getting on or off at 
every stop.

To cut one bus, all three runs of 
that bus would need to be elimi-
nated, so the district cannot reduce 
a bus by simply cutting stops for 
only high school or middle school 
students.

To develop a new transportation 
plan, the committee will evaluate six 
strategies.  

Strategy 1 is to develop a shuttle 
bus location in the north part of 
the district. Currently, the district 
uses four buses to transport 30 high 
school students from a 37 square-
mile area in the northernmost sec-
tion. Those buses go to the farthest 
part of the district – 18 miles in one 
direction. At times as few as eight 
students ride a 72-passenger bus. 
The shuttle would allow more effi-
cient use of buses. 

Strategy 2 would mean consoli-
dating bus stops to reduce the num-
ber of stops per run. “Currently, 
each time a bus stops, it picks up 
fewer than two students and adds 
approximately one minute to student 
ride time,” Hightower said. The high 
school currently has 738 stops for 847 
riders, and the middle schools have 
623 stops for 1,129 riders.

Strategy 3 would remove stops 
that are not needed because stu-
dents don’t ride the bus. Parents will 
receive a letter or email asking them 
to verify if their children plan to use 
the bus service for the 2011-12 school 
year. Said Hightower: “The district 
will not run a bus to a location if a 
parent has indicated that their child 

will not utilize District 7 bus service. 
If a parent’s circumstances should 
change, however, bus service will be 
reinstated.”

Strategy 4 would consider chang-
ing high school and middle school 
start times to better utilize the buses.

Strategy 5 would consider con-
solidation of after-school activity bus 
runs.  “On average, only two or 
three students per bus ride the 5:30 
p.m. activity bus at each school,” 
Hightower said.

Strategy 6 would evaluate early 
bird programming at the high 
school. Four buses now serve those 
students.

Parents will also receive a letter or 
e-mai explaining the need to redesign 
the transportation system to reduce 
costs. A transportation survey will 
be included. Parents of kindergarten 
students who have already regis-
tered for 2011-12 will also receive 
the letter.

At the April 25 board meeting, the 
transportation committee will pres-
ent a status report on Strategy 1 and 
Strategy 3. At the May 9 meeting, the 
committee will report on the other 
four strategies.

The board will host a public meet-
ing at 7 p.m. on May 17 in the 
Woodland Elementary Media Center 
and conduct a question-answer ses-
sion on the six strategies. The strate-
gies will be reviewed again at the 
May 23 board meeting, and the com-
mittee will recommend cost-reduc-
tion strategies. On June 20, the board 
will be asked to approve the 2011-12 
transportation plan.

Details will be finalized the week 
of July 4, and parents will receive 
preliminary notification of bus route 
changes the week of July 11-15 and 
individual bus assignments the week 
of Aug. 8.  The 2011-12 school year 
will begin Aug. 16.

Hightower encouraged parents to 
e-mail their questions during the 
process. “Our goal is to not leave 
anyone out, but to make sure to 
answer the questions that are there as 
we go through this process, because 
we are proposing some changes that 
will cause everybody to make some 
sacrifices,” he said.
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 Green, 54, belongs to St. John’s 
United Methodist Church. He has 
lived in Edwardsville with his wife, 
Lois, since 1987. Daughters Katie 
and Elizabeth are graduates of 
Edwardsville High School; Eleanor 
will be a freshman there in the fall.

“I’m excited to have Carl join our 
team,” says Intelligencer Publisher 
Denise Vonder Haar. “He brings 
exceptional experience to the 
paper. As a long-time resident of 
Edwardsville, he’s familiar with the 
community.”

The paper also welcomes 
Advertising Manager Amy Schaake. 

Schaake comes here from the 
Telegraph, where she worked for a 
dozen years. She began as an admin-
istrative assistant in the Advertising 
Department, then moved on to tele-
marketing and field sales.

Schaake, a single mom, lives in 
Jerseyville. She plans to be busy next 
month when son Brandon celebrates 
his 18th birthday, prom and a high 
school graduation “all within about 
a 10-day period,” she says.

Schaake is heavily involved with 
the Riverbend Growth Association. 
In January, she was named its 2020 
Ambassador of the Year.

“We welcome Amy’s positive atti-
tude and enthusiasm,” Vonder Haar 
says.

Bill Tucker, who just began his 
22nd year at the Intelligencer, was 
named assistant editor.
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Decker, who also serves as 
treasurer, indicated that the dam-
age caused to both association-
owned property and residential 
property is in the thousands of 
dollars.

“The material for the replace-
ment of a sign itself is any-
where from $30 to $100, and that 
doesn’t take in account the labor 
involved to repair it,” he said.

Dozens of signs in the com-
munity have been spray painted, 
and a number of homes have 
been defaced, some with vulgar 
language and offensive draw-
ings.

Decker believes that Holishor 
Association will be added to any 
pending criminal case so that 
the association and the residents 
who were vandalized will get 
restitution.

“We really appreciate the dili-
gence of the Madison County 
sheriff ’s office,” Decker

said. “We’re working very 
closely with them in a lot of situ-
ations, as well as the increased 
patrol of the community. 
Hopefully, people will begin to 
pay more attention to what’s 
going on around them.”

VANDALS

Laura Scaturro/Intelligencer

Spray paint defaces one of many signs vandalized recently in Holiday Shores.
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ALTON -- The National Great Rivers 
Research and Education Center Jerry F. 
Costello Confluence Field Station -- that 
strange-looking new building along the 
Mississippi River just east of downtown 
Alton – will be open for public tours begin-
ning May 6.

For the first time since its opening and 
dedication last October, guests can take 
a guided visit of the 35,000 square-foot 
research facility, which has already won 
a national award for its green roof design 
and serves as a model for green construc-
tion.

Named after U.S. Rep. Jerry F. Costello, 

the facility is home to the National Great 
Rivers Research and Education Center 
– a product of an educational partner-
ship formed in 2001 among Lewis and 
Clark Community College, the University 
of Illinois and the Illinois Natural History 
Survey.

The site, on Illinois 143 near the con-
fluence of the Mississippi, Illinois and 
Missouri rivers, gives local and visiting 
researchers access to the river plus wet lab 
facilities to conduct experiments in study-
ing the river system.

Visitors will learn about the building’s 
ecological elements, including solar and 
hydro-kinetic systems,  internal and exter-
nal water recycling systems, and a roadway 
that that will divert and retain stormwater. 

The landscape is native plants and grasses 
on the roof.

The volunteer-led tours, which will take 
place on Fridays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., are scheduled to follow the free 10 
a.m. tours at the nearby National Great 
Rivers Museum and Mel Price Locks and 
Dam, although guests can choose to attend 
one or both. Those choosing to attend both 
will have approximately 15-30 minutes to 
make their way from the museum to the 
field station to start the tour.

Call (618) 468-2900 for more information, 
or go to www.ngrrec.org.

New research center offering tours
People
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Friday, April 15

Missouri History Museum, Lindell Blvd. at De Baliviere Ave.

Tornado Alley, St. Louis Science Center, 5050 Oakland Ave., St. 
Louis

High School, 6165 Center Grove Road, Edwardsville, 618-655-0337

Blatt: untitled,” Bruno David Gallery

121 S. Meramec, Clayton

Saturday, April 16

Missouri History Museum, Lindell Blvd. at De Baliviere Ave.

Tornado Alley, St. Louis Science Center, 5050 Oakland Ave., St. 
Louis

High School, 6165 Center Grove Road, Edwardsville, 618-655-
0337

“Lisa Blatt: untitled,” Bruno David Gallery
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